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The Impact of the COVID-19 
Pandemic

• Lockdown (stay-at-home 
orders)

• School closures

• Social distancing

• Lack of outdoor activities



                  

      

                  

      
                                                

The National Center For Missing and Exploited Children
has experienced a 106% increase in global reports of
suspected child sexual exploitation to its CyberTipline
compared with March 2019.



                  

      

                  

      
                                                

                  

      

                                                

Online Child Sexual Exploitation and 
Abuse (OCSEA)

• Manifestations of OCSEA:

oAccess to child sexual abuse material

oExposure to online sexually explicit material

oOnline grooming for sexual purposes

oSextortion

oSexting

oLive online child sexual abuse



                  

      

                  

      
                                                

“What the report shows is that we are seeing just the
tip of a growing iceberg in terms of online child
exploitation material.’’ Jurgen Stock, INTERPOL
Secretary General



                  

      

                  

      
                                                

                  

      

                                                

AFRICAN UNION
Continental Overview of Online 
Child Sexual Exploitation and 
Abuse in Africa 
(2019/2020)

Source: https://zimbabwe.misa.org/2016/07/28/number-of-unique-mobile-subscribers-in-africa-surpasses-half-a-
billion/africa_flag_map_by_lg_studio/

YRU@BMR 
Research Findings



                  

      

                  

      
                                                

                  

      

                                                

Key Research Findings

• Despite a consistent increase in the access and usage of Information and Communication Technology (ICTs) in
most African countries, protective measures aimed specifically at Online Child Sexual Exploitation and Abuse
(OCSEA) are lacking.

• There is limited information regarding OCSEA globally and particularly in Africa, which significantly impacts the
overall understanding of the phenomena and the required responses.

• A focused systematic approach to OCSEA is often overshadowed by other issues including gender-based
violence, child marriages and child labour practices. Unstable political and economic conditions.

• Very few African countries have developed specific legislation, policies and action plans addressing OCSEA. At
present, OCSEA is subsumed under sexual crimes including exploitation or abuse.

• Available information confirms a lack of awareness and knowledge regarding OCSEA at all levels of society.

• There are limited resources (economic and human) available and a lack of specialised training for
professionals. This impacts severely on available services and overall effective response to OCSEA.

• There is a lack of cooperation and support for initiatives related to OCSEA.



                  

      

                  

      
                                                

The online sexual exploitation of
children is a complex, gross-sector
phenomena. Considering the
increasing access to the Internet
especially as a result of the COVID-
19 pandemic, the situation calls for
an URGENT RESPONSE.



                  

      

                  

      
                                                

                  

      

                                                

Recommendations for Immediate Action

• Openly condemn OCSEA as a crime at the highest political level.

• Build on best practices already adopted by several governments, those actions need to be adapted to reflect the local
context and accompanied by additional steps to counter unintended effects on children to ensure children’s wellbeing
both during the pandemic and after it ends.

• Implement information and communication campaigns to educate children, parents and caregivers on OCSEA,
including information on how and where to report, and available services and support systems.

• Provide practical support to parents and caregivers, including how to talk about the pandemic and online risks, be
alert to signs of distress in children that may emerge in connection with their online activity and have access to
numbers of support helplines and hotlines and use available online resources.

• Set up a national OCSEA hotline to report cases and provide counseling services and victim support and child safety
referral services.

• Provide specialised training for professionals who can respond effectively, and sensitively.

• Work together with ICT companies to ensure online platforms have enhanced safety and safeguarding measures.

• Increase collaboration with other countries to monitor the threat of OCSEA, share information on OCSEA cases and
target and prosecute offenders. International solidarity.



                  

      

                  

      
                                                

                                                
                  

      

Thank You

Contact Details:

abasson@bmr.co.za

+27 835661040

mailto:abasson@bmr.co.za

